
Orozco, Norma

From: Manuel Escamilla <manueljescamilla@gmail. com> 
Sent: Monday, October 18, 202111:05PM
To: Ridge, Kristine; Saba, Nabil; eComment
Subject: Re: Item11 - Urban ForestManagement Plan

DearCityManagerRidgeandDirectorSaba,  

IhavethefollowingcommentsregardingtheUrbanForestManagementPlan:   

1. WeshouldremoveQueenPalmsasanacceptable tree. TheCityshouldmovetowardsshadetreeswhenever
possibleandtransitioningawayfrompalmslikethosealongMainStreet.   

Iftreewellsizesarethemainconcernformaintaining palms, simplepermeable cementpaverswouldbea
preferabledesignsolution.  

2. Observationsontheparkwaysizerestrictions

a. Theparkwaysizelimits (5-8ft) seemtopreventpinetreesfrombeingplantedonPineStreet.  
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b. VeryfewareaswithintheCityprovide8ftparkwaysrequiredfortheCamphor treesthatareagreat
additiontoCypressStreet. Ibelieveitisworthmovingtowardswiderparkwaystandardswithinnew
developments andduringstreetredesigns.    

3.  Therearesomeexamplesoflargetreesplantedinrelativelyshallowparkwaysthathaveavoidedsidewalk
upliftproblems. TheseoaksintheEastsideneighborhood havedonelittlevisibledamagetothe1930ssidewalk
theyareflankedby. Theremightbesomereplicable lessonsforsidewalkdesignorrootmanagement techniques
thatcanbeappliedacrosstheCity. Preferablywithanunderstanding toplanttreeswithlargercanopiesand
rootsystemsthanwouldhavebeenthought feasible.  
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4. IbelievetheCityshouldalsoundertakeananalysisoutlinedbytheUSDAForestServiceofwherethetree
canopyisthrivingandwhereinvestmentsneedtobemade. ThisshouldbeastandardpartoftheUrbanForest
ManagementPlanasourCityundertakeseffortstomitigateheatislandimpacts.    

https://canopy.itreetools.org/ - Thistoolwouldallowstafftocreateasimplestatisticalsamplingof
plant/impermeable coveragewithintheCity. However, theCitywouldlikelyneedtohireaconsultanttocreate
afullreportwithactionabledata.    

Alternatively, theCitycouldpursueapartnershipwithGoogle'sTreeCanopyLabtoconductacanopyanalysis
usingtheirsystem. ThemajordownsideherebeingthattheGoogleteamhasnotindicatedhowpartnership
citiesareselected. IbelievethatstaffmembersattheCentralLibraryhaveanongoingtechpartnershipwith
Googleandmightbeabletohelpthisprocessalong.  

https://insights.sustainability.google/labs/treecanopy

MyapologiesfornotcatchingthisitemattheETACmeeting.  

Allthebest,  

Manny

bcc: MayorandCouncil
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